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VEHICLE TIRE SAFETY

AFFECTED WINSS: ALt

AFFECTED DuTY POSTITIONS : ALL
PUBL ISHER - June 19, 2819
EFFECTIVE: Immediately
REFERENCES: capm -1

It 1s imperative that we increase awareness of vehigle maintenance
items and general tire condition. with higher ambient temperatures,
and with increased Usedge for summer activities, it is important that

we keep our members safe with vehicles thar are only in top perfarming
condition.

It is mandataory that zlj vehicle tires pe inspected prior to operation
{CAPF  73) of any  CAP  vehicle +tp check for wear, condition,

abnﬁrmailitea, gnd pressurs Any condition found tg be out of limits
shall be corrected before operation of the vehicle.

Examples of tires that should pe considered for replacement are-
Uneven treadwear, cracking sidewalle {as picturedy, damaged air
valves, damaged or missing tread, and minimal! tread {high mileage; .

Tife replacements far CAR ‘ground vehiclus arg cuurdinate@xﬁhd re-
imbursed by MG Logistics and can be reached at ‘1-877-227+6142, ext

2?5.thpfafter hours. and gn wWeekeyds refar to the;follpﬁéng guidance
in CAPR 77-1, paragraph 9. ¢ 23,

K,
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CAPR 72~

; - .
2) Emergency repai procedurdes
a) Emergency %Zf defined)| as a depair needed while aw
station. | \ L
b} {Telephane {Emergency {o NHQ | CAP/LGT for ﬁappr*ual. nclude tLe
following: | | |
Vehicle ID number _ ! | .
i Frnblemiwith vehicllp | J H / '
| Repair #stimate | ; :
I Caller’j name \
| Method tb contact daller |

¢) iFax or mail the vehicle reimpursement quest and estimate or
][nvuice for lrepairs to NHQ CAPALGT within Ja hours. I.'r

[
d) After emer-g'ncy repair is completed, mai paid Ipr,iginal invgice
te NHQ caleT within 0@-working days. : '

&} If an merge{cy occursion a weekpnd or after norma working I-)!mr_c.,

call NHQ CAR/LGT and \leave a ssage on lthe Anskering mathine,
Whet leaving| a message, follow fhe procedukes isted in p

2.c.2)B). Ifi the estimaked repalrs exceed $508, notify NHY CAP/LGT
the xt rking day ‘for aghroval prior to r . If the
estimated fepairs are le an 3588, proceed with repairs and

comply with paragraph 9.¢.237).

CAPR 77-1 ATTACHMENT 5 1 SEPTEMEER 2003 Attachmant

Edited from the U S. Deparment of Transportation National
361

5. Tire Safaty-Everything Rides On |t
Highway Trafiic Safety Admimstration {NHTSA} DOT HS 809

TIRE SAFETY Evarything Rides On 1t
Studies of bra safety show that Maintaining proper tire pressure, obsarving tre and v

weight in your vehicle than your tires or vehicle can safely handle), avodling road hazards and Inspecting tires far cuts,

stashes, and other HTefgulatites are the mast important things vou can de to aveid tire failere such as 1rean ESPAration or
blowsut and izt tires These actions along with other care and maintenance activities, can aiso,
Improve vehicle handhng

*Help protect you and others fram avoidable break -Uowns and accidents
"improva fue) economy
‘Increase the life of your tires.
TIRE PRESSURE
Tires shoukd be mflated in accord with the vehicle manufacturer
manual or on a placard. which is often tocated in the glove com

fly on visual tire nspechons o determine whether a tire is properly inflated but should use a tire pressy
inging Your Vehigle's Rec '

Tire infarmation placards and vehicle certification labels contain
the vehicie manufacturar's infarmation including'
Recommended tire size
Recommanded tire inflation pressura
Vehicte capacity weight {VCW —the maximum Socupant and cargo weig
Front and rear gross axie w2igh ralings (GAWR - the maximum wesght

efucle load limits (not carmylng more

information on tres ang load limits  These labals indicate

ht vehicle 15 designed to carry)
the axle systems are designed io carry).

Bath placards and certfication labels are pemmanently attached lo the vehicle door edge. Jooipost, glove-box dgor, or
ingide of the trunk Id You can also find the recommended tire pressure and load limit for your vehicle n the vehicle

UWRer's manual. Manufacturers of Kassanger vehicles and light trucks detesrning this ny
deaign load im#. that 15, 1he greatest amount of weight a vehicie can safely Ccarry and tha vehicle's tire size. The propar

tre prassure for yaur vahiele js teferred 1o as the recommended cold mflaren pressure © [As yau will read below it is
difficut to obtain the recommended tire pressure if Your tres are not coid )
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Because tires are designed o be used on mare than ane type of vehicle. tirg manufacturers list the “maximurm permissible
inflation pressure” on tha tire sidewall. This number is the greatesl amount of air pressyre that should ever be put in the
e Uider normar drving conditions. Remember. however, that the vehicle manufacturer, not the tire manulacturer,
delermines the commgct tire pressure for the tires on your vehicla The recommended tire mnfiation pressura that vehicle
manutacturers provide reflecis the Rropar psi when a tire 15 cold. The term cold does nol relate to the oulsige lemperatura.
Rather, a cold tire is ore that has not been driven on for at least three hours. When you drive, your tres get warmer,
€ausing the air pressure within them to increase. Therefore, to get an accurate tire pregsyra reading, you must messure
tire pressure when the tires are cold or tompensate for the extra pressure in Warm trag

s fi inigining Froper Tirg Prossune

Step 1: Locate the recommended tire pressure on the vehicle's tire Information placard. certification labai, of in the
owner's manual.

Step 2: Regord the tira pressure of al tires,

Step 3: If tha tire pressure is too high in any of the tirgs, slowly release air by gently pressing on the tire vaive stem with
the edge of your tre gauge until you get to the comect pressyre.

Step 4 If the tire Pressure :3 koo low, note the difference between the measured tre pressure and the correct tire
pressure. These “missing” pounds of Pressure are what you will need to adg.

Step 5: At a service station, add the migsing pounds of air pressure to each lire that 1g underinfiated CAFR 77-1 Step &:

Check all the lires to make sure they have the same air préssuire (except in cases in which the front and rear tires are
Supposed 1o have different amounts of pressura)
H you have besn drving your vahicle and think thal a tire Is undarinflated. fill f ta the recommended cold infiation pressura
indwcated on your vehicle's tire information placard or cetification label. While your tire may still be shghtly underinfiated
due to tha extra Pounds of pressure in the warm tire_ 1t s safer to drive with air pressure that is slightiy lowar than the
vehicle manufacturers fecommended cold inflation pressure than to drive with a sigrificantly undennfiated tire, Since thusg
% a temporary fix, don't forgel to rechack and adjust the tite's pressure when ¥ou can obtain a cold raading,

irg Tire Pr re
Only 42 percent of Gas slations that are equipped wilh air pumps provide lire pressure gauges, which are critical tn
detarmjmng f the correct amount of air has been delivered to tirps However, tor 3 nominai price. motorists can purchase
atire pressure gauge Bacguze tires may naturaily iose ar over tire, it is impaortant to check Your tire pressure af least
once a manth. For convenience, Purchase a tire pressure gauge to keep in yaur vehicle. Gauges can be purchased =i bire
dealerships, auto supply stores. and other retail tutlets Remember, the tire inflation number that vehicle manufacturers
Provide reflects the proper pounds per square inch {irsil when & Hre 1s cold To get an accurate tire pressure reading,
measure tire gressura when the car has been unused for at ieast three hours A radsal tire can Iose much of ds aur

faiture, such as instances of tire saparation and blowouts, with the potential for 2 10ss of control of the vehicke Linder.
inflated tires alsc shorten tire life and increase fuet consumplion
Maximum Pemissible Inflation Presgurg
Thig number Is the greatest amount of air pressure that should ever be put In the tire under nomaEl dnving conditions
Tire Slze
To mantatn tirg safety, purchase new lires that are the same size as the vehicle's onginal tires or another size
recommanded by the manufagturar
Loak at tha tire information placard. the cwners manual, or the sidewall of the tre you are replacing 1o find this
information. If you have any doubt about the corrac! size ta chooze, consull with the bre dealer
Maximum Load Rating
This number Indicales the maximum idad n kilograms and Founds thal can be carmead by the tre.
Tire Traad
"It s vitally important that maotornsts menitor tread depth to guard against lire falure and replace unsafe tires Checking
tires is a crucial element in regular vehicle maintenance.” said Dr Jeffrey W. Runge, NHTSA's Admirstrator,
Like lires that arg undet-inflatad, bald tires algo POse neks 1o molonsta A tire with insutficient tread can cause a dnver to
loBe trachion, Bspecially under wet conditions 1n addition. bald lires are more prone ig damage caused by road debris
The tire tread provides the gripping action and traction that prevent your vehicle fram slipping or shding, especially when
tha road & wet or 'Ly, In general, tres are not safe and should be replaced when the tread is worn dawn ta 1/18 of an
inch Tires have built-in traadwear indicators that et ¥OU know when it is lime 1o replace your tres. Thege ndicators are
ralsed sections spaced intermittantly i the bottom of the tread grogves, When they appear ‘even” with the cutside of the
tread. it is time to replace Your tires. Another mathod for checking tread depth 1s to place a penny in the tread with
Lincoln's head upside down and facing you. if you can see Ihe top of Lineoln's head, you are raady for new tirps,
Tire Balance and Whee! Alignment
To aveid vibration or shaking of the vehicle when a tre rolates. tha lre musi be properly balanced. This balance is

- Bchieved by posticning weights on the wheei 1o counterbalance heavy spots on the wheel-and-tire assembly A wheei
alignment adiugts the angles of the wheeis so that they are pasitioned comeclly relative to the vehicla's frame. This
adjustment maximizes Ihe Iife of your tires and prevents your car from veering 1o the right ar left when driving on a
strenght, ievel road. Thege adjustments require special equipment and should ba performed by a qualified techriman

MM )
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Tire Safety Checklist,

Check tire pressure regularly (at least once a manth}. including the spare

Inspect tres for uneven wear patterns on the tread, cracks, foreign objects, or other signs of wear or trauma

Remove bris of glass and other feraign objects wadged in the tread

Make sure your tire valves have valve caps.

Check tire pressure bafore goINg on a lang thp

B2 net overoad your vehicle, Check the tirg information placard or owner's manual for tha maximum
récommended load for the vehicle

If your are towing a trailer remember that some of the weight of the Icaded Irailer is transferrad 1o the towing
vehichks.

Protection against avoidabie breakdawns and crashes,

Improved vehicke handling. Batter fua| ecanomy [ncreased tire ife. Just a few of the reasons to fake five minutes every
month to check your tires, SImply use the handy checklist below, ang see the reverse e for more information on tire
safely. Safely Checkiist Check tirer pressure requiarly (al ieast once a month}. including the spare tnspect tires for uneven
WEear patiemns on the tread, cracks, forerign objects. or other signs of wear or trauma Remaove bits uf glass and other
foraign objects wedged in the tread Make sure your tire vaivas have valve caps. Check tre pressure before going on a
long trip. Do nol overkad your venicle. Check the tire iInformation klacard or owner's maryal for thé maximum

Siow down if you have 1g g2 over a pothole or ather abject m the road. Da net run Over curbs, and iry not to strike the curh
when parking, Ramember to check your tires once a manth' There's Safety In Numbers You can find the numbers for
recommanded tire pressure and vehicle load limit on the tire information Placard and in the vehicle owner's manuai. Tire
placards are permanant tabeis attached io the vehicle door edge. doorpost, glove-box door, or inside of the trunk lid. Onee
you've located this infommation, uge # to check your tire pressure and to make sure your vehicleg is not ovaroaded.

Please aduvise the National Safety Team with any guestions or concerns at

safetviicapnhg.gov. Report ALl Incidents using the online Mishap Notification
(Form 78).



